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PP.MARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1, 2, 5-15, 18-28, and 30-41 are presently active in this case, Claim, 1, 13, IS, 

a ™a c*-\*\mi 37-41 having been added by way of the 
26, 34, and 36 having been amended and Claims 3 ™ 

™ ■ „,iis 17 and 29 have been canceled from the present 
present Amendment. Claims 3 , 4, 1 6, 17, ana & na 

application without prejudice or disclaimer. 

■me Applicants wish to thank Supervisory Patent Examiner Paul Ip and Patent 
Examiner Jeffrey Zabu for the courtesies extend to Applicants' representatives. 
Christopher Waxd and 

December 3 , 2003 . 

m the outstanding Official Action, Claims 1-36 -were reject under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
s«ond paragraph, « being indefinite for failing to particular* point ou, and distinctly claim 
^^jectrr^cr^chappHcamre^a^cinvcnnon. The specific grounds for 
rejection arc recited on page, 2-3 of the Official Action. The indefmnencs, rejections were 
mussed extensively during the personal interview. In Ugh. of the discussion, the claims 
^ teen amended ,o clarify the language recited therein. For example, the claims have 
been amended to note that the temperature measuring element measures a temperature of «h= 
inductor las* element. Additional*, the claims have been amended to note mat the 
temperature regulating unit is men-ally connected ,0 both the semiconductor .aser element 
and me temperature measuring element. As noted during the interview, the Applied 
^mi, that whiie the phrase -temperature measuring element" is broad, the scope of this 
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a^isnottob.^^^ 

ft**, phrase -temper measuring element" need not * »-h-« "» ^ 

embodiment of such a temperature measuring eiemem, such - a mermistor, as is described . 
the specification as a non-limiting embodiment of such an eiemen. Furthermo*, wh*e 

.emperature measuring element, the temperature regulating unit, and the current detecting 
nni, Furthermore,** Apples submit that the phrase regardmg me seuticonductor laser 

element including a diffraction **** <° — ^ I-*—— is *"* " - 
ofordinar, *H in the art. I* term "configured »hich was originally used win, reg«d to 
this limitation, has been removed in order to clarify the recited language. 

Regarding the specific rejections of Claims 13,14, and .7-25, the Applied 
respectfully submit tot the means-plus-fottction limitations mentioned on pages 3 of the 
Official Action are clearly definite under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 35 TJ.S.C. 1 12, 
sixth paragraph explicitly aafcs that "an element ... may be expressed as a means ... for 
performing a specified function without recual of structure, maKrial, or acts in support 
thereof. ...» The Applicants note that the specification describes various no-limitiug 
AM of the means-plus-funetion elements recited in the claims. By way of 

temperate regulating unit, and a storage unit (13 , 23) tba, stores a control function. By way 
0, Ulustration and not limitation, the Applicants also note that ft. specification describes a. 
wavelength setting unit (24). The Applicants respectfully submit that the me^-plus- 
toctionlimitationssatisfyd.ereuuirementsofBSU.S.C. 11 2, second paragraph. 
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A^dmgly.meApplican^^ 

Claims 1-36 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sato (U.S. 
PatentNo. 6,393,041 Bl). For »e reasons discussed betow, the Applicants traverse me 

anticipatory rejection, 

Independen, Claims 1.13. 26, 34, and 36 of fee present application have been 

oscillate plural k^M modes. (See paragraph, 24 and 52 in the written description and 
Figure 10A.) As noted in the previous response and during the interview, the Apphcams 
respectfuUv submit that the Sa» reference does no. disclose or even sugges, such features. 
The Official Action indicated tha, these fea^e were no, given patentable weigh, dueto3 S 
U S C 1 12. second paraph. b» however, as disused above, «. Applicant, submntha, 
*. indefiniteness rejections have been overcome. (Additionally, <he Applicant respect*,.,, 

^hedisregaMedwhenc^ideringprior an. See MPEP 2143.03, ^e Urni^ns 

Must Be Considered.) 

Since the Sa„ reference Mis „ disclose a semiconductor laser element ma, includes a 
aiftacoon grating to oscilla* plural longitudinal modes, as recited in Clahns 1, 1 3, 26. 34, 

refcreuce does no, anticipate Claims 1, 13, 25, 34. and 36. 

Claims 2, 5-12, 1 4, 15, 1 8-25, 27, 28, 30-33, and 35 are considered allowable for the 
reasons advanced for Claims 1, 13. 26, and 34 from which they depend. These claims are 
^ consider*, ailowable as they recite omcr features of the invention that are neither 
disclosed, taugm, nor suggestedby me applied references when those features are considered 

within the context of Claims 1, 13,26, and 34. 
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Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully request the withdrawal of the anticipation 
rejection. 

Newly added Claims 37-41 are considered allowable as they recite features of the 
invention that are neither disclosed nor suggested by the references of record. For example, 
Claim 37 advantageously recites a mounting structure having a first portion thermally 
connected to the semiconductor laser element, and a second portion thermally connected to 
the temperature measuring element, whereby the temperature measuring element indirectly 
measures a temperature of the semiconductor laser element via heat transfer through the 
mounting structure. These features in combination with the control unit which utilizes the 
measured temperature, provide an invention that is not disclosed or suggested by the cited 
reference. Similar arguments are present for Claims 38-41 . 

Consequently, in view of the above discussion, it is respectfully submitted that the 
present application is in condition for formal allowance and an early and favorable 
reconsideration of this application is therefore requested. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, MCCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C 
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